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In the opposite case of a marriage invalid in form under the
law of the place of celebration, article 7 of the Hague Con-
vention provides that it "may" be recognized by third coun-
tries, if the formalities of the national law or laws of both
parties are satisfied. A marriage celebrated in accordance with
the religious ceremony prescribed by the personal law, but not
in compliance with the civil formalities of the place of celebra-
tion, is regarded as valid in France, Germany, and the other
countries following the optional rule.151
Except for this instance of reference to the personal law,
the few countries which require their subjects to follow a
religious ceremony even when marrying abroad find them-
selves isolated. Their requirements are observed neither by
the countries of celebration nor by third countries. The difficul-
ties involved are illustrated by such cases as the recent sequel
to the famous Papadopoulos case, which revealed a first mar-
riage in England and a second in Greece, the man being mar-
ried to two women for ten years.152
6. Other Tests
Foreign consular marriage: (a) /;/ general. We have had
occasion to deal with the position of the forum as concerns
marriages at which a consular or diplomatic agent of a foreign
power has officiated within the territory of the forum.153 Con-
(June 17, 1927) Revue 1928, 332; Trib. civ. Seine (April 27, 1933) Revue
Grit. 1935, 759.
Switzerland: NAG. art. 7f, whereby marriages celebrated abroad are valid
if in accordance with the law of the place of celebration, is applied also to
foreigners by STAUFFER, NAG. art. 7 no. io> and others, but interpreted other-
wise by BECK, NAG. 230 no. 48.
151 France: PiLLET, i Traite 552 no. 259 $ BASDEVANT, Revue 1908, 284 (On
occasion of an Austrian decision) 5 AUDINET, n Recueil 1926 I 202:6:., LERE-
BOURS-PlGEONNIERE 383 no. 325.
Germany: EG. art. 13 par. 15 art. n par. i.
Belgium: App. Bruxelles (Dec. 15, 1913) Revue 1914, 611, approved by
POULLET 472 no. 367.
152Papadopoulos v. Papadopoulos (no. 2) (1935) [1936] P. 1085 cf. supra
n. 68 for the first Papadopoulos case [1930] P. 55.
i53 Supra pp. 220-222.